
On that fateful day, 24th. of August 1993, a new life was born in a small village in Gilgil-Kenya. 
A baby girl, an angel, a saviour and a last born in a family of nine, she was named Ruth Wanjiru. 
The news of the newborn was received with mixed feelings, especially to the family members.  It 
was an added burden, another mouth to feed, another body to cloth and another everything to add 
to an already frustrated and frail community. 

I vividly remember several occasions when we spent nights hungry, woke the following morning 
and, without breakfast, walked barefoot to our super-dusty classes, to quench, at least, the thirst 
for education. My primary school education was characterized by absenteeism and missing 
exams and this eventually melted away my hope to succeed in life as I watched my brothers and 
sisters not go beyond primary school. Though I used to be the best in my class, I had no hope to 

proceed with my education. 

However, in 2007 I sat for my KCPE 
(Kenya Certificate of Primary 
Education) and, surprisingly, I managed 
the best with 340 marks but 
unfortunately I had no one to take me to 
a secondary school and for a month I 
worked as a house help in Gilgil town. 
For a while I thought my future doomed.  
I had dreams and being a house girl did 
not satisfy me and so I decided to go 

back to Standard Eight. Many were surprised by my decision to repeat, yet I had passed very 
well and did not submit to the societal expectation that a girl child was not educated but married 
off to elders in the community. 

When my school was included in the Langalanga Scholarship Fund (LLSF), I felt injected with 
new, oxygenated blood and was now focused to produce the 
best. By the end of the year, I confidently sat for my KCPE 
and I passed with a record of 398 marks out of the possible 
500.  I was awarded a scholarship and enrolled in one of the 
best schools in Kenya (Naivasha Girls Secondary School.) 

While in secondary school I decided to exploit my full 
potential and carry the LLSF flag on high. I actively 
participated in sports and was elected as the school games 
captain. I received certificates in basketball, volley ball and 
football and a certificate of leadership for being the best 
performing prefect in 2011. In academics, I participated in 
several national mathematics contests, a science congress 
and acquired a Certificate of Merit 

In 2012 KCSE (Kenya Certificate of Secondary School 
Education) I emerged the best performing candidate in the 
whole of Naivasha District and was among the best 
performing females nationally. I had a strong A of 84 points. �
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OUR LIVES HAVE NEVER BEEN THE SAME AGAIN 
�



This has been my life together with the 262 scholars under the LLSF; everyone has a similar 
story to tell that since we joined LLSF our lives have never been the same. For our success we 
give all the credit to LLSF for if it were not for their support, love and care we would not be able 
to fly this high.  

I wish also to take this golden opportunity to thank the LLSF for what is very unique opportunity 
to young people; to bright and needy Kenyans in the quest to equip themselves with knowledge 

and to fit them with wings to fly high in life. 

I have believed that life without 
thankfulness is devoid of love and passion. 
Hope without thankfulness lacks strength 
and fortitude and so on behalf of my 
colleagues in the LLSF, I would wish to 
thank all sponsors and especially my loving 
and most caring sponsors, Michael and 
Catherine Morrison, for playing a major role 
in changing lives by saving us from the 
darkness of illiteracy and poverty. Special 
thanks to Colonel VC and the LLSF trustees 
for working tirelessly to ensure our lives can 
never be the same again.  

                                              LONG LIVE LLSF. 

                                                Ruth Wanjiru Mwangi 
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